ESSAYS: POLITICAL AND NATIONAL
borne up the burden. Yet, in spite of
the help which they have always received from
the public in this respect, there is no denying
the reality of the strain upon them. The
people want comforting arguments even if they
are content with poor ones. And there lies
the rub ; there are cases where even poor
.arguments are hard to find, and even, those
most anxious to be convinced at times find
the arguments demonstrating the unselfishness
and morality of political acts unconvincing.
Moral camouflage will occasionally ease the situa-
tion, but not always, and we should feel the
deepest sympathy with the pillars of our state
in the trials which beset them. Consider poor
Llojrd George trying to prove that the Empire
has kept its pledges about Constantinople, or
those upon whose devoted heads has fallen
the burden of demonstrating that the Indian
subjects of the King-Emperor are being treat-
ed with justice in South and East Africa, or
the mouth-pieces of the British Imperial Gov-
ernment in their courageous attempt to
demonstrate that a great Imperial Democracy
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